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of any molestation. To expect them to go through the double procedure
laid down by Mr. Bird is hardly fair or just, and we question very much
whether it is a proper thing, by means of circulars such as the one to which
we have drawn attention, to interfere with the administration of law.
There is nothing in Act 28 of 1897 requiring production of a certifi-
cate of domicile. We have no doubt that an Indian who insisted could,
as a matter of law, compel the granting of the pass by the Protector on
application. To require, then, the production of a certificate of domicile
is to make an unwarranted addition to the Act. We, therefore, trust that
either the circular in question will be withdrawn, or that the Government
will take an early opportunity of repealing Act 28 of 1897.
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329. A KINDLT WORD FOR INDIANS
In the current number of The Outlook, the organ of the Johannesburg
Congregational Church, appears an article entitled c<In Justice to the
Indians", an abstract of which appears in another column. Our con-
temporary feels it time to protest against some prevailing views affecting
the Coloured sections of the community. It confesses to a feeling of disgust
at the sordid character of the opposition to British Indians, and has read
reports of anti-Asiatic proceedings at various places "with feelings of
humiliation for their unfairness of attitude and inaccuracy of statement".
It recognises that some people really believe the presence of Asiatics in
South Africa to be detrimental to the public interest, and it strikes the
right note when it pleads for strict honesty when the reason for objection
is stated. It is not right to bring unfounded charges against Indians when
the objection is really based on colour prejudice, or to find them to be a
"danger to the public health", when they are merely inconvenient compe-
titors. The Indian fills his own place in South Africa. The prosperity
of Natal is very largely dependent upon indentured labour, and, as The
Outlook says, in trades that he has made peculiarly his own, the Indian
is indispensable. His sobriety and respect for the law make him an excel-
lent citizen. We make bold to say that, could the people in this sub-
continent view the Asiatic question from outside, the attitude of the Indian
community under the most trying circumstances would provoke only
admiration. Their confidence in the British sense of justice remains un-
shaken, even in the face of harassing regulations such as those to which
we have recently drawn attention. Ultimately, justice will be done them.
Indians have an ever increasing circle of friends among the cultured Euro-
peans of South Africa: some day their voice will be heard. We thank
our contemporary for this most timely contribution; for, its evident sincerity,
moderation and sanity will commend it wherever The Outlook is read.
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